
Opportunity
by Kelly S.Thompson

KENNETH BIGGS' nearly 60 years in the .» counting

profession is prool thai
rid), varied and

His career spanned 1947 to 1995, witl
corporate and board roles, including director of Edmonton &Ie
phones and Canadian Utilities and exe< utive vice presideni
at Oxfoid Development Group.

To give back to the profession th Iwn so much, Ker
holds botli a ca and CMA designation, > • volu iti ■ mg with
CMA m 1970 and latei represented Canada on the International
Federation of Accountants Council. He lias been recognized with

■ I majoi honours by both prol i -. mi lui

lowship Ijy both the ca and CMA bodies, i Distinguished Si
Award, and Lifetime Achievement Award; as well as rei eiving more
broad recognition with the Queen's Diamond lubilee medal,

lugh his professional accompli
career stands out for his dedication to giving back to both future
accountants and his community. I nple. he served
of the Salvation Army fundraising committee and worked on ad

. groups for the accounting department at the Univerj
Alberta School ol Bush •

Ken is spending menl i iefulty managing his mve
merit portfolio and dabbling in photography, a hobb> thai
in handy during his world travels. With ,i career thai provided
endless opportunities and a a fi M o supported him i very step
of the way. he has been one of n • I nftuential accountants,
philanthropists ai Ip Fi itonats in Alberta's history. Wstoi
Alberta talki d to him about his ai i implished

Vision Alberta: In a world where many
people shift careers several times ovei
their lives, what kept von working in
accounting?

The training in the
accounting profession open', up a world
of busun ipportunities One is
l l m r t e d i n y t r y o i t o a n y
g e o g r a p h u l o i i d i a n p r o l u o n a i

lesignations are well
iHyi A . i ree

l e S S ' " ' " ■ : -■ . ■ • • n g a n d
more of each da, ,-..s ■■■- • • ■..•• :
to financial and general management

VA: What were some of the most
dramatic professional shifts you saw
over the course of your career?

I lie accounting profession evi i
from one primarily concerned with the
a t t i ' n . ' o i pub l i i accoun tu

I'ng financial and management accounting
spheres ol activity, In Canada and globally,

ijOrliy of professional •> ounta its are
now engaged in act ither than public
accounting. Whereas in the 1950s. I V
would be focused on cost accounting,
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